Introduced by Council Member Hyde: 

ORDINANCE 2009-788
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING PUBLIC SERVICE GRANTS TO VOLUNTEERS IN MEDICINE (VIM-JAX,INC.); ADDRESSING NONCOMPLIANCE WITH TIMELY FINANCIAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, AND WITH THE SEPARATE BANK ACCOUNTS PROVISIONS OF SECTION 118.207(E), ORDINANCE CODE; REMOVING VOLUNTEERS IN MEDICINE FROM THE NON-COMPLIANCE LIST; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the public service grant provisions in Chapter 118.207(e) require grant recipients to establish separate bank accounts for public service grant funds; and  

WHEREAS, in Fiscal Year 2004-2005 Volunteers in Medicine  (VIM-JAX,INC.) received a public service grant, and did in fact establish a separate bank account; and that separate bank account was closed by the financial institution because of a zero balance; but in Fiscal Year 2005-2006, Volunteers in Medicine received another public service grant, but failed to re-establish a separate bank account for these funds, as a result of the financial institution’s policy that required closure of zero balance accounts, and an innocent oversight on the part of Volunteers in Medicine; and


WHEREAS, as a result of the failure to file a financial report on a timely basis (which has already been cured), Volunteers in Medicine was placed on the non-compliance list; and during efforts to have their compliance reinstated, it was discovered that Volunteers in Medicine failed to establish the separate bank account as set forth above and is thereby unable to apply for public service grants that will be appropriated in the future, until Volunteers in Medicine is removed from that list; and 


WHEREAS, although Volunteers in Medicine is now prepared to  establish separate accounts where grant funds will be properly placed, such action and good intentions does not cure any past infractions and Council action is needed to allow Volunteers in Medicine to apply for and receive future public service grants in order to contribute to the health safety and welfare of the working uninsured and the community; and 

WHEREAS, Volunteers in Medicine has a six year history of providing free quality healthcare to the working uninsured and is recognized as a viable and valuable working partner in the health care community and is worthy of further consideration for public service grants; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Removal from Non-Compliance List.  The City of Jacksonville hereby acknowledges that Volunteers in Medicine (VIM-JAX,INC.) is currently in compliance with the terms and conditions of the public service grant program and Chapter 118, Ordinance Code, and directs the Council Auditor to remove Volunteers in Medicine from the non compliance list. 

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901, Emergency. Emergency passage is requested. The nature of the emergency is that Volunteers in Medicine cannot apply for or receive future grants until Volunteers in Medicine is removed from the noncompliance list.  

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:


/s/
Steven E. Rohan





Office of General Counsel
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